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Cloning is common in spreadsheets! 
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Clone-related smells 

21.8% spreadsheets in EUSES contain table clones. Inconsistencies among table clones indicate smells. 
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TableCheck 

Smell detection 

Tables with the same headers are 

likely to be clones. 

As smelly cells normally occur in minority, they can be detected as 

outliers. 
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14.6% table clones contain smells, and 33.6% smelly cells 

contain wrong values (harmful). 

The precision for table clone and smell detection is 92.2% 

and 85.5%, respectively. 

Existing approaches can only detect at most 35.6% smells 

that TableCheck detects. 
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